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Gemfields Community Support Assoc. Inc.  
(Multi Purpose Centre) 

 

The following are some of the services that the GCSA supply to the Gemfields Community. 
 

Meals on Wheels– “We are more than just a meal”  A hot, or ready-to-heat subsidised 

meal is delivered at low cost to those who would otherwise be nutritionally at risk, including the frail aged and people with 
disabilities. 

Social Support– A friendly visiting service provides outreach support for the aged, ill, housebound and those 

with disabilities. 

Personal Care– Personal Care services provide assistance at home with daily living for the frail aged, the ill and 

those with disabilities to help with showering, grooming, dressing and general hygiene. 

Respite Care– Provides respite care of the frail elderly and those with disabilities in order to allow their families or 

carers free time. Planned regular respite, emergency respite or occasional respite can be provided in the clients’ homes or 
on outings. 

Domestic Assistance—Home Care services are available for frail elderly, incapacitated or ill  residents and 

those with disabilities to help with household duties including cleaning, laundry, meal  preparation and shopping. 
 

Our aim is to help the elderly, incapacitated or those with a disability to remain independent in their own homes without  
being prematurely forced into an aged care or other facility.  
 

If you, or you know of someone who can benefit from the services that the GCSA provide, please ring us and make an ap-
pointment. 
 

PHONE: 4985 4664   Monday - Friday  7.00am - 3.00pm 
admin@gemfields.org.au  









    Thank you to the  
Central Highlands Regional Council  

    for supporting the  
 Gemfields Community Support Ass..Inc. 
     (www.centralhighlands.qld.gov.au) 

 

   Gemfields Community Support Association INC. 
Would like to thank HOY for their continued support 
      of the Gemfields “Meals on Wheels” 

On Fridays, clients are invited to join in on activities from 9.00am onwards, and the public is  
Welcome from 12.00pm for lunch service. Booking is essential by midday Monday, and all  
Current members receive their meals at a discounted price 



GEMFIELDS GEMS 
 

Birthdays, births, marriages, anniversaries, get well, thank you, and sympathy messages, etc… 
Please let us share your messages here: 

Send to admin@gemfields.org.au or bring in to Office 

  





 

Hello everyone, from Andrew and Dave, your local ambos.   
 
We’re sometimes offered gifts by members of the public. While we greatly appreciate 
the very kind thought behind this, because we are Queensland public servants we 
must declare all gifts given to us in our role as paramedic, and in most cases have to 
relinquish the gift, or if we know who it came from, give it back. For this reason, we 
generally 1) discourage personal gift-giving to paramedics, and 2) if offered a gift,  
politely refuse it. This is particularly the case with higher value items such as alcohol, 
and definitely cash or lottery tickets. 
 
We know this might sound a bit ungrateful, but the reason for this strict policy is so 
there is absolutely no suggestion or question of impartiality when it comes to our 
work. In addition, we are paid to do the job (through your taxes), and we both love 
serving you all here in the Gemfields, so no further personal remuneration or reward 
is ever necessary.  
 
While we as paramedics are unable to accept gifts, if you’re really keen to show your 
appreciation, we’d encourage you instead to donate a small portion of what you might 
have spent on a gift to the Gemfields Local Ambulance Committee. You can find them 
most Sunday mornings at the Sapphire Markets, Roy Day Park. Our dedicated  
committee volunteers raise funds for enhanced equipment for the station and  
ambulances, as well as for training materials. 
 
In addition, if you feel any QAS staff member, including paramedics from here or  
Emerald, our volunteers, or the wonderful QAS Triple Zero call takers, went above 
and beyond in their work, we always welcome feedback. The best way to do that is 
via the QAS website. 
 
We also really enjoy it when you update us on your progress, after we’ve taken you to 
hospital, either in person or via a letter to the station.  
 

Thanks again for your wonderful support. We feel very blessed to work in such a  
terrific area. 
 

As always, please remember, the only contact for ambulance attendance is TRIPLE 
ZERO (000).  Anyone calling another number will be asked to hang up, and call triple 

zero. Thanks all! 













stay@rubyvalecaravanpark.com.au  www.rubyvalecaravanpark.com.au 

RUBYVALE CARAVAN PARK has flat, shady, easily accessible sites for caravans, motor homes, camper 
trailers and tents. We even have a few sites for BIG RIGS. 
 
The park is PET  Friendly and has—LAUNDRY FACILITIES,  A well equipped CAMP KITCHEN  with FREE 
gas BBQ, and A SWIMMING POOL and offers FREE WI-FI. 
 
The Rubyvale Caravan Park is situated just opposite the Pub and is centrally located to local amenities 
including the PO, café & jewellery shops, fossicking parks and underground mines. We will give you all 
the information on what to do around the area. 

CABINS 

Family cabin self-contained for up to 6 people 

Queen Bed self contained for 2 people 

Value cabin self-contained NO en-suite for up to 6 people 

FOSSICKING 

CAMP KITCHEN 

FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE 



Cont. next page  



   

Rubyvale  

 Hairdresser 

  Barber 

 Facial Waxing 
 

Mens,Ladies & 

Children Haircuts 
 

Ph: 0448221181 

App - Walk Ins 

9-5 Mon & Tue 

23 Keilambete Rd, Rubyvale 

(Same Building as Gem Hunters) 

sharondunn64@hotmail.com 
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GEMMY QUILTERS MARCH 2026 NEWSLETTER 
 

 

It is really great to see more people at sewing each week - even though one of our members is 
away on a cruise.  Check our Facebook page to see “Poppy” her bear’s adventures overseas.  
We are looking forward to following her trip.   

 
Our President, Carol, returned earlier than expected from her holiday down south because 
the temperatures were so high and it was cooler here than was projected for places in Victo-
ria and New South Wales.  We were pleased to welcome her back to our air conditioned hall! 
 
Our adventures in driving our quilting machine continue with practice being the main agenda 
item.   
Join us any Tuesday at the Sapphire Hall 9.00am to 3.00pm morning tea provided and bring 
your own lunch if staying all day.  Until then, Happy Stitching .  
 

Gemmy Quilters. 

   
Poppy packing. 



  Guided Walk-in Underground Mine Tour 
       Jewellery & Gift Showroom 

    Underground Museum 
    Richardson Sapphires 

          Fossicking – We’ll show you how! 

         97 Heritage Road, Rubyvale. 
         PH: (07) 4985 4444 

      
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Miners Café  ph; 0486029237                                          

situated at Miners Heritage. 97 Heritage Rd Rubyvale. 
Closed until further notice 

 
Follow our signs from the highway crossroads at Anakie, or on the Clermont/Capella Road. 

1.5km from the Rubyvale Hotel and Post Office. 

Tours 
Saturday and Sunday 

9:00am - 1:00pm 
 

CAFE FOR LEASE FOR 
THE SEASON 

 
Bookings are  

essential. 
Minimum of 2 people. 







 

MARCH 2026  
 

We’re getting ready to start the markets again on Sunday, 8 March 2026. We’ll have 
ticket sales and two raffles, thanks to generous support from local businesses — a 
beautiful pair of sapphire earrings and a food smoker. 

If you feel like joining the G.L.A.C., we will have membership paperwork available on 
the day. The commitment is not demanding: markets run for five hours on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays each month, with a monthly meeting held after the second Sunday 
market (usually lasting around 1 to 1½ hours). With more volunteers, this may reduce 
to helping at just one Sunday market. 

We hope to see you there. 

Win Knighton 





Salvos  in Sapphire 
(Angelos) 

 

Monday’s 

Wednesday’s  

Friday’s 

Saturday’s 
8.00am  -  12.00pm 

 
 

 
Gemfields Lapidary Club  

 
WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY 

 
Roy Day Park Sapphire 

9am  - 12 noon 
  

Membership Fee: $25.00/ $5 Session 
New Members $40.00/ $5 Session 

 
 
  

Lapidary Activities, Silversmithing, Skin 
Polishing, Wire Wrapping, Chain Maille 

 
Phone:  0474 277 122 

 Email: gemfieldslapidary1@gmail.com 





 
 

 
Experience Tai Chi 

Graciously hosted by the Gemfields Multipurpose Centre 
Mondays 9am to 10am 

     

Tai Chi forms (exercises) are named for animals, birds or actions.  This is for two reasons.  1) the name 
helps us to remember the form, and 2) the imagery helps us to live in the moment.  This is why Tai Chi is 
often referred to as “moving meditation”.  To meditate, you focus on one thing.   
 
To give an example, one form is called “repulse monkey”. We walk backwards (repulse), and as we do, our 
arms alternate reaching backwards, just like a monkey swinging backwards through the trees.  If you can 
imagine yourself being that monkey, at that moment you are not thinking about the stresses of everyday 
life.  Also, it’s kind of silly, isn’t it?  A little childish?  It takes you back there.  Most of us were more relaxed 
as children. Plus the imagery keeps us in touch with nature and reminds us that we are a part of it too, and 
that’s grounding. Then, there is that overwhelming sense of relaxation when you are somewhere safe.  Even 
if it’s just in your imagination. 
 
If you’ve ever wanted to try Tai Chi, now is always the opportune time. We are a little female heavy in our tai 
chi classes (can I say that?).  Fellas, can I point out that all the Tai Chi Grand Masters in the world are 
men?  Tai Chi is good for all ages and genders.  We don’t discriminate.  These sessions are free, and we 
invite you to join with us this Monday. 
 
Enjoy your March! 



 
 
 

ItechProgramming - Gemmological Research Laboratory  
Gemchecker Registered Valuer: Cert.No. 010  

 
Mob.: 0437 476 512 ABN: 65 750 573 533 Email: itechprogramming@Icloud.com  

 

Gemstones_Opals_Pearls_Jewellery - Analysis - Assessment - Appraisal Criteria  

GEMSTONE/JEWELLERY APPRAISAL/VALUATION  
 
Over the past 45+ years, in my Gemmology journey, I developed a unique, accurate, digital, electronic grading system for 
grading coloured gemstones, and through electronic instruments that I originally patented and then wrote and copyrighted, 
computer software codes for gemstones, diamonds, opals, pearls and gold, resulting in nomenclatures standard with major 
gemological institutions worldwide. I have travelled the world with the system, which has been evaluated by not only the GAA 
in Australia, but in USA, UK, Europe, India & NZ.  
Harnessing modern technology in this rapidly evolving technological landscape, we are changing the way we do Analysis - 
Assessments and Appraising of gemstones. We at Itechprogramming have combined all my decades of research and extensive 
databases with the Integration of Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning. Automated Grading and Identification: We are 
developing algorithms trained on extensive gemstone image and spectral datasets to automatically evaluate critical 
parameters. This not only enhances grading consistency but also enables us to now, be better able to predict how certain 
treatments or environmental factors may affect gemstone durability and value over time, paving the way for more accurate 
long term assessments.  
Importance of Accuracy: In Gemstone Appraisals, accuracy is paramount, and it is not acceptable to collect general information 
from books and the internet and copy, cut and paste it without actually testing and identifying the gemstone in question. 
“Disclaimers of non-responsibility” for the information are not acceptable. The stone in question must be carefully tested and 
classified using all updated instruments and information about minerals, inclusions, and any enhancements or treatments. 
Failure to complete this process correctly, prevents an honest and accurate assessment and value for the said stone. Human 
error is inevitable, but do our best and our commitment to deliver the most accurate and honest assessment of the stones we 
appraise, is of utmost importance. Challenges and Solutions: Detecting treatments and enhancements, such as HT, HP Heat (5 
grades of heat), Lead, Glass, Resin or Oil filling, Beryllium, Irradiation, Dyeing, Bleaching, Flame Fusion, etc., and determining 
the location of origin can be challenging. These factors significantly affect the stone's value. Our extensive, constantly improving 
database addresses these challenges.  
Appraisals Include: Advanced, cutting edge 5+ Spectroscopy and Multi-modal Imaging Techniques, are playing a major role in 
detecting treatments, revealing trace elements, and confirming a gemstones natural origin versus a synthetic one and more. 
Standard and advanced description of the gemstone, includes - Colour - Cut Grade - Clarity - Polish - Transparency - Pattern - 
Enhancements - Size - Shape - Location plus additional Density-Mineral graphs, showing minerals under different Light 
Frequencies and then deleting the light source, leaving only the pure elements/minerals. This advanced technology with 
traditional gemmological techniques is fostering a more precise, efficient, and transparent field. As researchers refine these 
methods, we can expect greater consistency in gemstone evaluation, improved consumer confidence in gemstone provenance, 
and a strong push toward sustainable practices in both mining and synthesis. As our research continues, we endeavour to 
continue fine tuning our Appraisal analysis of gemstones, to provide unparalleled accuracy, efficiency and accountability.  
Gem Cutting: Carol, our resident gem cutter with 20 years experience and a member of the Aust Facets Guild, will cut all groups 
of gemstones and different patterns.  
Gemstone and Jewellery Items: We have a range of various gemstones of different groups, colors, and sizes, as well as a variety 
of jewellery, including rings, earrings, pendants, on display for sale.  
Conclusion: Our passion for gemstones, combined with knowledge gained from courses, research, learning, and lecturing at 
Gemmological Institutions and Conferences in Australia, New Zealand, the USA, India, Great Britain, and Europe, as well as 
attending Trade Fairs and Teaching Seminars, drives our continuous improvement. Valuable discussions with notable scientists 
such as Dr. Richard Hughes, Dr. Peter Reid, and Antionette Matlins, among others, enhance our knowledge. We are continuing 
to learn each day in an ever-changing gemstone world. Our appraisals are professionally presented in laminated form in a 
presentation folder, and we use both US and AU$ for pricing for insurance and replacement purposes  
 
We would be honoured to assist you with your stones and jewellery. We are available Monday to Friday in Emerald. We look 
forward to meeting you and we are available to discuss any queries you may have and you’re welcome to call us and pop in. 
Kind regards, Kelvin, Carol & Lynelle.                                           14th March, 2025.  







 

 

 
 

 
WILLOWS GEMFIELDS BRANCH 

   

     
QCWA Willows Gemfields Branch meetings: 

2nd Monday of each month,  subject to change. 
 

February  9th Willows Rec Club  10:00am 
March 9th       Rubyvale Hall        10:00am 
April 13th        Willows Rec Club  10:00am 
May 11th         Rubyvale Hall        10:00am 
June 8th           Willows Rec Club  10:00am 
July 13th           Rubyvale Hall        10:00am 

 
 

New Members Welcome. Please phone 
0428855019. 

Meeting dates may change, members will be  
notified where possible                    

 
            

 

 TRIVIA MONDAY’S 
Sapphire Hall 

10am till Noon 
 

Plenty of PRIZES 

 

 
 
 

Everyone Welcome to come along 

 
All monies raised   
donated to local  

charitable  
Organisation’s 

 
 For Info please call Mary 

 on 0415 830 505 

0429 787 039 



Garden News March 2026 
 
What an excellent rainy season we had; what a verdant country side to behold! The tanks full of water, we are up and running into the new year.  
The columbarium and improvements for the Rubyvale cemetery, including an upgraded entrance, are on track. Finance and final plans have to be final-
ised, all looking good. 
Exercise and keeping active is a good advice for all people, young and old. Gardening is one of my favourite activities, followed by dancing. There is an 
old time dance, every second Saturday of the month, at the old town hall in Capella, starting at 8pm till late. Entrance fee is $10-, tea and coffee provided, 
ladies bring a plate. A good old fashioned entertainment for all! Further info obtainable by ringing Noela on O408721707. 
 
Here is our secretary with more news: 

Annual General Meeting & Crop Rotation 
 
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) is Saturday 14th March at 9.30am at the Community Gardens in Roy Day Park, Sapphire.    $15 annual member-
ship includes a garden bed or 2, use of tools, water, club house and friendly like-minded gardeners to chat to.  

Why Rotate Crops?   

As you plant up for the new season consider rotating your crops.  Crop rotation is vital for healthy veggie patches, especially here in arid Queensland. By 
changing what you grow in each bed every season, you help preserve soil nutrients, discourage pests, and boost yields. 

How to Rotate 

• Group your veggies: Legumes (beans, peas), Nightshades (tomato, capsicum), Brassicas (cabbage, kale), Roots (carrot, beetroot), Greens (lettuce, 
spinach). 

• Each season, shift groups to a new bed. For example, last year’s tomatoes bed gets carrots this year. 

• Let beds rest occasionally. 

• Keep a simple record of your rotations to avoid confusion. 

Tips for Arid Conditions 

• Mulch thickly to retain moisture and cool soil. 

• Use drought-tolerant seeds. 

• Water early morning or late afternoon, or install drip irrigation. 

• Compost regularly to improve water retention. 

Sample Three-Year Plan 

 
See you at the Annual General Meeting, I am off to my gardens to get them ready for planting.   If you would like to join our Community Garden group 

phone 0497748010  or drop in to the Annual General Meeting.  Happy gardening – Jenny.  

 
 
Thanks Jenny for all that information. We, as always, are looking for new members. 
 
Happy Gardening  
Jim Varak 
Ph 0419854333 
News Coordinator  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Bed 1 Bed 2 Bed 3 Bed 4 

2026 Tomatoes Carrots Beans Cabbage 

2027 Beans Cabbage Carrots Tomatoes 

2028 Cabbage Tomatoes Beans Carrots 

Happy Gardening! 







 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

 
 
 

Thank you to: 

 
 

For their generous donation of goods to assist the  
Gemfields Meals on Wheels  
in their delivery of Fresh meals to our clients. 



FEBRUARY PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 

MARCH SUDOKU KIDS CROSSWORD 



 

GEMFIELDS PRIMARY HEALTH  
CLINIC 

 

 

984 SAPPHIRE - RUBYVALE RD  SAPPHIRE 
PO BOX 342  SAPPHIRE Qld 4702 

 

Doctor on: Mon/Tue/Wed  -  By Appointment Only 
8.30am- 3.30pm 

Closed 12.30 - 1.30 for lunch. 
Pathology Collections: Mon/Tue/Wed 

Registered Nurse 5-days  8.30am  -  3.30pm 
 

PHONE: 49854 547    FAX:  49854 693 
EMAIL: Gemfields Outpatients@health.qld. gov.au 

 
 

 

ANAKIE POLICE STATION 
 
 

PHONE : 49854 200 
Office Hours:  

Monday 8am - 12pm 

Emergencies-Phone  000 
 

Please leave your name and  
 phone number on the voicemail.  

 

GEMMY QUILTERS 
 
 

** Everybody is welcome ** 
 

Each Tuesday of the month 9.30 am -3pm. 
at the Sapphire Hall 

For more information please call in and see us 
 

 
GEMFIELDS GARDEN CLUB 

 
 

** Everybody is welcome ** 
.For more information call Pat on 4985 4544 

 GEMFIELDS RSL Sub-Branch Inc 
 

 
Phone : 07 49854 588 

PO Box 328  SAPPHIRE Qld 4702 

  
Clinic Rd (Behind the Sapphire Post Office) 

 

Meals on Thursdays, Saturday and Sunday from 6pm 
During the tourist season usually from May—October  

Social Annual Membership - $10.00 
 

 

 
ATTENTION 

 
If you are a not for profit organisation and have 

an event coming up that you would like to 
advertise, please phone or drop into the MPC 
office and we can discuss placing a free notice 

in the monthly newsletter.   
 

                          Ph: 49854 664 

Newsletter Advertising Prices 
 
 
 

Full Page………………………..$45.00 
Half Page……………………….$35.00 
Third Page……………………...$25.00 
Quarter Page……………………$23.00 
Sixth Page………………………$20.00 
Business Card…………………..$18.00  
 

A discount applies for advertisements that run for a 
minimum of 3 months. 
Information must be sent by 20th of month before for 
it to be included in the next months print. 

ALL EMERGENCIES CALL  000 
 

POLICE………………………….. 000 
AMBULANCE……………………000 
FIRE……………………………….000 
S.E.S. Call Centre………………...132 500 
SAPPHIRE MEDICAL CENTRE  4985 4547 
EMERALD HOSPITAL………….4987 9400 
POISONS INFORMATION………13 11 26 
LIFELINE…………………………13 11 14 
R.A.C.Q…………………………...13 11 11 
MPC Sapphire……………………..4985 4664 
CENTACARE Emerald…………...4982 4358 

DISCLAIMER 
 

While every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of the information in this  

publication, no responsibility can be accepted 
by the publishers for omissions, typographic 

or printing errors, inaccuracies or changes that 
may have taken place during publication. The 

committee reserves the right to not  
publish any article considered inappropriate. 

The views and opinions expressed in this  
publication are not necessarily those of the 
management committee, staff or volunteers. 



       EMERGENCY  
SERVICES                 

000 
 

EMERGENCIES 
 

POLICE 
AMBULANCE 

FIRE BRIGADE 

 
SES 

 
132 500 

NON-LIFE THREATENING 
FLOOD & STORM  

EMERGENCIES 

 
 
 

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Col 
0423 767 490 

MEETINGS  EVERY 
TUESDAY 7.30 pm 

RUBYVALE HALL 
BURRIDGE RD 

GEMFIELDS  MEALS  
ON WHEELS 

MPC 
49854664 

 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY 

AND FRIDAY 

MULTI PURPOSE CENTRE 
SAPPHIRE 

GEMFIELDS FIRE  
WARDEN 

John Riley 042 758 0654 Mon—Fri 9am  -  5pm 
60 Fairview  Lane 

RUBYVALE 
 

RUBYVALE TIP CHRC 
Open/ Tuesday—Friday& 

Sunday  8am - 12pm 
Opposite Quarry 

 

OPPORTUNITY  
SHOP 

SALVATION ARMY 
 

MON -WED - FRI  - SAT  
8.00 am-  12pm 

ANGELO’S 
SAPPHIRE 
4985 4690 

GEMFIELDS  
LIBRARY 

JOANNE GIBSON 
TUES   10am - 2pm 

THURS  12 noon - 4pm 
SAT   9am - 12 pm 

RUBYVALE HALL 
BURRIDGE RD 

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH SERVICE 

Call ANNE 4985 4154 
For Willows & Sapphire  

Venues 

2nd & 4th SUNDAY 10.30am 
1st  SUNDAY 11.00am 
5th  SUNDAY 11.00am 

ANAKIE HALL 
WILLOWS 
SAPPHIRE 

SALVATION ARMY 
SERVICE 

Kathleen & Byron Hill 
0472 958 888 

SUNDAY 4PM 
ANGELO’S 
SAPPHIRE 

*** LOCAL SERVICES *** 

WHAT WHO WHEN WHERE 

*** WHAT’S  ON *** 

SAPPHIRE  
MARKETS  

Paula Riley - 0408798440  
Debbie Wouters  - 0407056089  

Sunday  
8am  to 11.30am 

Sapphire Central 
Roy Day Park 

RUBYVALE  
MARKETS 

Bev Winks 
0428 399 591 

Saturday 
8am  -  till 1pm 

Rubyvale Flats 

HOY 
FUN, SOCIAL CARD 

MORNING 
 

EVERY TUESDAY 
RUBYVALE HALL 

BURRIDGE RD 

TAI CHI 
Gemfields Community  

Support Association 
Every Monday morning 

9am  - 10am 
MPC Hall 

GEMMY QUILTERS 
 

PATCHWORK GROUP 
 TUESDAY 9.30am-3pm 

 
 

SAPPHIRE HALL 

GEMFIELDS  
LAPIDARY & CRAFT 

Deb Wouters  - 0407056089  
 

Wednesday & Saturday  
Roy Day Park 

 
GEMFIELDS RIFLE 

Debbie Hickman 
Ph. 0429 009 354 / 4985 4484 

LONG RANGE TARGET 
SHOOTING 

 
RIFLE RANGE RD 

YOGA Kelly Corbishley SATURDAY 7.30AM 
KANGOULU PARK 
(Opposite Blue Gem) 

TRIVIA Mary 0415 830 505 
MONDAY 

10am to Noon 
SAPPHIRE HALL 


