
 

Gemfields Community Support Assoc. Inc. 

30th Anniversary Newsletter 

Celebrating 30 years of servicing the Gemfields Community with 

Meals on Wheels, Aged Care/ Disability and Community Support 

OCTOBER 2024 

1994 

2024 



 

emfields Community Support Assoc. Inc. 

A Brief History  

 
 

The Gemfields provide a positive attitude and a healthy lifestyle for our residents. We all welcome individual independence 

and choices of living style but, for those who need some help to remain living in their own homes, the Gemfields Community  

Support Assoc. Inc. offers services to assist.  
 

From humble beginnings in the early 1990s this organization, situated on the main road at Sapphire, has grown to become the 

major service provider on the Gemfields. 
 

Gemfields Community Support Assoc. Inc. is run by a volunteer Management Committee and the CEO. There are several full 

time and casual staff, with a solid base of volunteers to assist with driving, caring and in-house activities.  
 

Along with care packages, the Association supplies and delivers Meals on Wheels, helps with arranging visits from Allied 

Health professionals and publishes a monthly newsletter. 

 

History of the Service 
 

Initially, Emerald HACC delivered frozen Mobile Meals to the Lions Hall at Sapphire, once per month. Members of the Lions 

and Lioness Clubs assisted on these occasions and helped provide social interaction for the  residents of the Gemfields. 
 

The Lions and Lioness Clubs were advised that a Multi-Purpose Centre was warranted locally and, hearing that Federal funding 

was available for “Rural and remote areas to provide health and community based services not already catered for,” they set 

about preparing an application. From that moment on it has always been full speed ahead. 

 

In March 1993, a committee called Gemfields Care Group applied for a $45,000 grant to establish a Multi-Purpose Centre. 

This grant was approved three months later and the first coordinator was employed in August under the auspices of the Lions 

Club, an already incorporated body. 
 

By October, the group had tendered for a disused railway house at Capella and, after working through several steering groups, 

the Gemfields Community Support Association Incorporated was ready to operate in its own right in the November of that 

year. 

 

In a few more weeks, they had leased land from the Emerald Shire Council who chipped in with a $15,000 loan—later  

converted to a grant. The Australian Lions Foundation, the local Lions and Lioness Club, along with the Gemfest Committee 

and mixed public donations provided a further $15,000. By January 1994, the house had been delivered and was being   

renovated.  
 

When finished in May, four Personal Care Attendants were employed on a casual basis and were in the process of being 

trained. In June, in-house meals were being provided one day per week and, in both June and July, assessments were made of 

prospective consumers. The Federal Government had provided funding for Aged Care Packages along with a further $40,748 

Establishment Grant that helped with a second-hand vehicle and much needed office equipment. 
 

In 1995, an Administration Assistant was employed part-time and entertainment such as Crafty Days, Cooking Club, Games 

Days and Sing-a-long afternoons were in place. In March, the Emerald Shire Council granted a further $18,000 to upgrade the 

kitchen and extensions were made to house a private doctor who commenced consultations, three days per week, in  

mid-May. Over the years various building upgrades were made. In 1997 a double garage was added, a free Legal Advisory  

Service operated monthly. Already the Centre had out -grown itself and funding was sought for further extensions. 
 

In 1998, a second phone line was installed and the property was fenced at the cost of $3,500. Five new Personal Care Assistants 

were employed. There were eleven consumers on seven packages with a further four on the waiting list.  
 

An application to Jupiter’s Gaming Machine Benefit Fund was made in 1999 to extend the building by an estimated 19 metres. 

This was approved and, in May 2000, the then President accepted an invitation to travel to the Gold Coast to accept a cheque 

for $90,000. 
 

In the year 2000, the yard fenced, lawns, gardens and an irrigation system  were in place. Curb and channeling delineated the 

driveway and a second- hand Toyota 22 seat bus was purchased. Emerald shire council again assisted with a grant of $25,000 

for the building extensions, along with a loan of $10,000. The Gaming Machine Benefit Fund granted the MPC $15,000 to 

equip the new kitchen extensions. 
 

The Centre continues to grow and has become a focal point for the community. Sadly there is no Multi Purpose 

funding anymore with the government  making it obsolete in 2012. The Gemfields Community Support Assoc. Inc. 

has moved all of its focus towards the aged care sector aimed at keeping older residents living independently in their 

own homes. 



Gemfields COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

OCTOBER 2024 

GEMFIELDS WEBSITE:  www.gemfields.org.au 

Thank you to FURA for supporting the Gemfields Community  
Support Assoc. Inc in their continued community assistance. 

Australia   Dubai, UAE 
Capricorn Sapphire Pty Ltd FURA GEMS INC DMCC 
2 HICKS Street Emerald 4720 Unit NoAG PF 197 
QLD Australia Po Box 1985 AG Tower Dubai UAE 

 

Discover what we do in the  
Community 

 
INFORMATION ABOUT : 

 
AGED CARE IN HOME  SUPPORT 

WE PROVIDE 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
Meal examples, taste test and  

Information 
 

LIVE MUSIC 



Gemfields Community Support Assoc. Inc.  
(Multi Purpose Centre) 

 

The following are some of the services that the GCSA supply to the Gemfields Community. 
 

Meals on Wheels– “We are more than just a meal”  A hot, or ready-to-heat subsidised 

meal is delivered at low cost to those who would otherwise be nutritionally at risk, including the frail aged and people with 
disabilities. 

Social Support– A friendly visiting service provides outreach support for the aged, ill, housebound and those 

with disabilities. 

Personal Care– Personal Care services provide assistance at home with daily living for the frail aged, the ill and 

those with disabilities to help with showering, grooming, dressing and general hygiene. 

Respite Care– Provides respite care of the frail elderly and those with disabilities in order to allow their families or 

carers free time. Planned regular respite, emergency respite or occasional respite can be provided in the clients’ homes or 
on outings. 

Domestic Assistance—Home Care services are available for frail elderly, incapacitated or ill  residents and 

those with disabilities to help with household duties including cleaning, laundry, meal  preparation and shopping. 
 

Our aim is to help the elderly, incapacitated or those with a disability to remain independent in their own homes without  
being prematurely forced into an aged care or other facility.  
 

If you, or you know of someone who can benefit from the services that the GCSA provide, please ring us and make an ap-
pointment. 
 

PHONE: 4985 4664   Monday - Friday  7.00am - 3.00pm 
admin@gemfields.org.au  





    Thank you to the  
Central Highlands Regional Council  

    for supporting the  
 Gemfields Community Support Ass..Inc. 
     (www.centralhighlands.qld.gov.au) 

 

   Gemfields Community Support Association INC. 
Would like to thank HOY for their continued support 
      of the Gemfields “Meals on Wheels” 



GEMFIELDS 
ELECTRICAL 

 

YOUR LOCAL  
ELECTRICIAN 

 

Grant & Michelle Smith 
 

        REC 73638 

        Phone:  
0419 252 036 

 

 
WE ALSO INSTALL SPLIT UNIT 

AIR CONDITIONERS 

PO Box 95 
Sapphire Q 4702 



Hi all, from your local paramedics, Andrew and Dave. 
 
Snake bite reminder 
 
It’s that time of the year again when the snakes are becoming much more active. Looking at calls 
around the region, we are attending snake bites most days, some of them quite serious. We talk 
about this most years, but it’s worth repeating. If you or someone near you is bitten: 
 

− Take it seriously. The few people a year who do die of snake bites are often those who 
say “she’ll be right”, don’t apply first aid and don’t seek prompt medical treatment. If in 
doubt CALL TRIPLE ZERO (000) FOR THE AMBULANCE.  

− DO NOT try to kill the offending snake. We really don’t need to see the snake (dead or 
alive), and a lot of bites are caused by people trying to catch and/or kill snakes. 

− If confronted by a snake, stay calm, and slowly move away from the snake. It’s more 
scared of you and if not threatened will want to move away from you too.  

− If bitten, promptly administer first aid. Apply a pad to the bite site to absorb venom for 
testing later, place a compression bandage over the site, and then continue bandaging the 
whole limb (eg. if an arm, from fingers to armpit). This bandage should be firmly applied 
and you should be unable to easily slide a finger between the bandage and the skin. 

− Finally, splint the limb to restrict movement, and encourage the patient to stay still. 
− If the bite is on a part of the body other than a limb, apply firm direct pressure to the site 

with a pad. Do not restrict breathing or chest movement and do not apply overly firm 
pressure to the neck or head. 

 
The QAS has a number of videos online to take you through snake bite first aid. Just Google “QAS 
snake bite video”.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT CALL OUR PARAMEDICS DIRECTLY!!! 
 
We continue to have people calling us directly instead of just CALLING TRIPLE ZERO (000). 
 
Please do not call (or text) us directly, under any circumstance. If you feel you need us for any  
reason, call triple zero and a paramedic will visit to assess the situation, or a paramedic, doctor or 
nurse might call to discuss the case with you further. If you call triple zero in good faith, you will 
not get in trouble. You’re not being a “pest”, or “time wasting”. It is the right thing to do.  
 
Our roster here involves working eight days straight, including nights, on call. Over those eight days 
we can get VERY busy. If you call us directly, we might be on a job, we might be heavily fatigued 
after working all night and we’re sleeping, or we might just be on a well-earned day off (in some 
cases, on the other side of the world when we get a call from someone directly!).  
 
Calling triple zero ensures your call is handled appropriately and efficiently, in a timely manner. 
The operation centre in Rockhampton will organise the best response, factoring in our fatigue and 
availability. In life or death emergencies, calling any number other than triple zero (000) wastes  
precious time.  
 
If you call an individual paramedic, you will immediately be asked to hang up and dial triple zero 
(000).  
 
Kind regards, from Andrew, Dave and our fantastic volunteers. 



stay@rubyvalecaravanpark.com.au  www.rubyvalecaravanpark.com.au 

RUBYVALE CARAVAN PARK has flat, shady, easily accessible sites for caravans, motor homes, camper 
trailers and tents. We even have a few sites for BIG RIGS. 
 
The park is PET  Friendly and has—LAUNDRY FACILITIES,  A well equipped CAMP KITCHEN  with FREE 
gas BBQ, and A SWIMMING POOL and offers FREE WI-FI. 
 
The Rubyvale Caravan Park is situated jus opposite the Pub and is centrally located to local amenities 
including the PO, café & jewellery shops, fossicking parks and underground mines. We will give you all 
the information on what to do around the area. 

CABINS 

Family cabin self-contained for up to 6 people 

Queen Bed self contained for 2 people 

Value cabin self-contained NO en-suite for up to 6 people 

FOSSICKING 

CAMP KITCHEN 

FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE 



 

 

 
MARKETS AT 

 
RUBYVALE FLATS 

OPPOSITE RUBYVALE CARAVAN PARK 
 

Every Saturday 
 

8am — 1pm 
 
 

Contact Bev Winks for more  
Information  
0428 399 591 

 

  SAPPHIRE SUNDAY MARKETS 

EVERY SUNDAY             8:00 AM TO 12:00 

 
COME ALONG AND BROWSE THE MANY STALLS 

HOT FOOD AND DRINKS AVAILABLE  

COME AND SUPPORT THE CANTEEN RUN BY  

GEMFIELDS LAPIDARY CLUB FIRST 

MARKET THEN ALTERNATING SUNDAYS WITH  

GEMFIELDS RIDING FOR DISABLED 

BOTH NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANISATIONS  

ON THE GEMFIELDS 

PLEASE BOOK YOUR SITE WITH  

TRICIA  0457 582 830 



CRAFTY  

ANGELS 

ARTS & CRAFTS DISPLAY 
 

INTERACTIVE DEMONSTRATION 

KIDS ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 
 

Scavenger Hunt 

 

Discover what we do in the  
Community 

 
INFORMATION ABOUT : 

 
AGED CARE IN HOME  SUPPORT 

WE PROVIDE 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
Meal examples, taste test and  

Information 
 

LIVE MUSIC 
BY WILLOW 











Excerpt from Historical Book 
CAPTURED IN TIME 





   
Graciously hosted by the Gemfields Multipurpose Centre  

Mondays 9 - 10am 

As we age, it is so important to do regular and targeted exercise.  Here is a quote from “Living Chi”, by Grand 
Master Gary Khor E.A. (Founder and President of the Australian Academy of Tai Chi) to help put into perspec-
tive what aging does to our bodies: 
 

"When our lifestyle involves little movement and we stop moving muscle, our muscle tissue begins to disinte-
grate.  Without the pumping. massaging effect of the muscles, the circulation of the blood, particularly in the 
venous system, becomes slow and congested.  The heart has less blood to circulate but it must be circulated at 
a higher pressure, in order to force it through the congested tissue.  Over time, as toxins accumulate and less 
oxygen and nutrients reach the internal organs, they start to fail and malfunction.  The body's defensive system 
relies on the circulation of the lymph fluid through the lymphatic system.  This circulation has no pump and de-
pends on movement to provide a massaging effect.  As we reduce the amount of body movement, the body is 
less able to ward off pathogens.”  
                                                                                             
So, we need regular and targeted exercise if we want to experience the best quality of life as we age.  The kind 
that helps to improve muscle health, bone density, flexibility, mobility, and balance.  The kind that increases 
circulation through our organ systems while generating energy.  
 
Such is the value of practicing Tai Chi regularly. Tai Chi is a gentle 

form of exercise suitable for all ages. Please join us at the Gem-

fields Multipurpose Centre on Monday mornings at 9am and 

come for coffee after!  We are a friendly group open to all ages 

and genders and participation is free. 

Why celebrate Halloween in Australia? 
 
While many believe that Australia has given in to US commercialism by celebrating Halloween—well, Halloween 
was actually first celebrated in Australia in Castlemaine, Victoria, in October 1858.  
 
Originating in Scotland and Ireland, as the festival of Samhain thousands of years ago, 
it arrived in Australia with the Scots on the First Fleet. The first written record of a 
Halloween celebration in Australia was on Friday, October 29 in 1858 when the 
“puddlers” of Forest Creek presented the Castlemaine Select Scottish Ball celebrating 
Halloween at Red Hill Hotel. Tickets admitted one gentleman and two ladies. 
 
Halloween balls and revels appeared across Australia and remained popular into the 20th Century. Then, World    
War II saw American GIs arrive in Australia and brought their own version of Halloween celebrations. But it’s 
American movies and TV shows that have made most Australians think that Halloween is a recent import from the 
USA.   
 
But Halloween is not some American thing that only arrived in Australia a handful of years ago. Halloween has 
been celebrated in Australia for more than 160 years; before Australia became a nation, before Waltzing Matilda 
was written, before Vegemite and thongs, before Ugg Boots and Mad Max, AC/DC and Kylie, and before the first 
Aussie Rules football was kicked.   
 
Sure, it’s taken us a lot longer to embrace it than the Americans, but more and more people are starting to realise 
that Halloween is a fun celebration that the whole family can take part in. You can get to know your neighbours and 
wider community through trick or treating and what kid (or adult!) doesn’t like to dress up in a cool costume?! 
They don’t have to be horror themed either … you can go as a superhero, a TV or movie character or a famous  
person in history – it’s all about having fun! And well, the lollies too 

https://www.hallozween.com.au/trick-or-treating








HUNDRED DOLLAR  
BOARD 

 
GEMFIELDS COMMUNITY SUPPORT  

ASSOCIATION FUND RAISER 
 

Be in the running to win $100 
 

Pick a number from 1—100 for $2.00 each 
 

Pop in to the Multi Purpose Centre for your Lucky 
Chance 

 
Winning numbers are picked once board is completed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proceeds go to Multi Purpose Centre 

GEMFIELDS RIDING FOR THE 
DISABLED INC. 

 

2024 HORSE MANURE FOR 
SALE. 

Do you require some horse manure for 
your garden? 

We deliver to your place. 
$30.00 per large trailer load within 20 

kms radius Sapphire. (Delivery charge if 
more than 20kms.)  

Or $25.00 bring your own trailer and we 
will load you 

PLEASE CALL TIM RILEY 0408 301 401 
OR EMAIL DETAILS TO 

sapphire.rda@gmail.com 

GEMFIELDS RIDING FOR THE DISABLED INC. 
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to the following people that have supported and donating time and 
funds throughout the year. 

Ron Pont for donating proceeds from Ron’s Raffles. 

The Trivia Club for donations from trivia games. 

The General community for kindly donating their cans and bottles for us to claim the refund from Containers 
for Change. 

To our wonderful volunteers helping keep us maintained, helping in the canteen at Sunday markets  

fortnightly and anything else that we may require.l 

Mechanical, maintenance & horses: Dave Howard, Andrew Olsen, Chris Shepherd, Alan Moylan, Mick 
Crawford 

Canteen: Our wonderful BBQ cook Robyn Farmer, volunteers Nikki Black, Fiona House, Trish Murphy 

Horses: Kayla & Brook Anderson, and just recently Maddie & Lilly. 

 
Paula and Tim Riley. 

  

mailto:sapphire.rda@gmail.com


  Guided Walk-in Underground Mine Tour 
       Jewellery & Gift Showroom 

    Underground Museum 
    Richardson Sapphires 

          Fossicking – We’ll show you how! 

         97 Heritage Road, Rubyvale. 
         PH: (07) 4985 4444 

      
              

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Miners Café  ph; 0486029237                                          

situated at Miners Heritage. 97 Heritage Rd Rubyvale. 
Closed until next Season 
Café available for lease 

Follow our signs from the highway crossroads at Anakie, or on the Clermont/Capella Road. 
1.5km from the Rubyvale Hotel and Post Office. 

Tours ………… 
 

Thursday to Sunday from 
9am to 1pm and run  

hourly on the quarter past. 
 

Bookings are  
essential. 

Minimum of 2 people. 







 

 
GEMMY QUILTERS OCTOBER 2024 NEWSLETTER 

Now the warm weather is here our southern visitors are scurrying back to the colder climes.  
They are welcome to the colder weather, we will enjoy our heat (with the help of the Sapphire 
Pool). 

We are very fortunate in having air conditioning in our hall for sewing – it makes a big  
difference when the temperature climbs.  So far we have not needed it as the weather has real-
ly been very nice. Our members are working on different projects – some for Christmas and 
others for our Quilt Show next year. It promises to be bigger and better. 

Don’t forget, if you enjoy any craft, knitting, sewing, crochet, diamond dots or jigsaws, feel 
free to come and join us any Tuesday at the Sapphire Hall.  We are there from 9.00amto 
3.00pm morning tea included and bring your own lunch.  Just come and visit for a cuppa if 
you like to see what we can offer you. 

Looking forward to meeting new friends or old ones who have returned to the area, 

Gemmy Quilters. 

GEMFIELDS LOCAL AMBUANCE COMMITTEE 
OCTOBER 2024 NEWSLETTER 

Well we are well into the warm weather and our time at the Sapphire Markets is over for this 
year.   We have had a very successful time and made lots of new friends.  Our Raffles have 
been drawn and we will have all the details next Newsletter.  This edition needs to be in the 
hands of the printer before we draw them. 
 
We will have a break from our fundraising but look forward to seeing everyone next year when 
we will be all set up for demonstrations and information on different medical situations that 
may be encountered in our daily life.  To do this we have the television kindly donated by  
Harvey Norman and we will be running various videos showing different settings such as  
treatment of snakebites and bandaging of wounds, etc. along with CPR demonstrations on the 
mannequin.   We look forward to demonstrating these life saving skills to one and all, so come 
and see us next year. 
 
The Newsletter will continue on so any news will still be issued. 
 
Enjoy the warmer weather and don’t forget the Sapphire Pool is 
now open. 
 
Keep safe, 
 
Your Local Ambulance Committee 



 
Thank you to the  

 

For their generous donation to the  
Gemfields Meals on Wheels 







 

 

 
WILLOWS GEMFIELDS BRANCH 

   

          MEETINGS HELD ON THE 
1st WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH 

ALTERNATING AT THE WILLOWS REC CLUB 
AND RUBYVALE HALL 

10.00AM 
 
•  October 2nd Rubyvale Hall 
•  November 6th Willows Rec Hall 
•  December 4th Rubyvale Hall 

 
New Members Welcome 

Meeting dates may change, members will be  
notified where possible 

                    
 
            

           

 TRIVIA MONDAY’S 
Sapphire Hall 

10am till Noon 
 

Plenty of PRIZES 

 

 
 
 

Everyone Welcome to come along 

 
All monies raised   
donated to local  

charitable  
Organisation’s 

 
 For Info please call Mary 

 on 0415 830 505 





 
 
 

Returned & Services League of Australia 
(Queensland Branch) 

Gemfields RSL Sub-Branch Inc. 

ABN 15 781 906 571 

P.O. Box 328, Sapphire QLD  4702. 
 

Enquiries: Phone 07 4985 4588  

    Email: secretary@gemfields.rslqld.net.au 

 
 

Winter is over, where has the year gone? 

Here at the RSL we are still open three days a week and continue to welcome both locals 
and tourists. 

 

Our inaugural Gemmies Bake Off was held on the 8th September and what a great event it 
was. Thank you to all our bakers who entered their amazing creations and congratulations 
to our winners. 

Primary School – Amelia and Chloe for cakes and Layla and Lucas for biscuits. 

Adults - Kellie Sandeman, Sam Connelly, Lisa and Gary Robinson and Jason Kuenz with 
a special mention to Mary Vella and Anne Hatte. 

Grand Champions were Sylvia Titheridge and Helen Pawson. 

Thanks also to Tanya for styling the dining room and her assistance on the day. 

To our two amazing judges for lending their taste buds for the event we thank Sgt Kelly 
and Victoria from the Sapphire Caravan Park. And finally, to Ambo Dave, who used his 
amazing auctioneering skills to raise $3,000 for the Anakie School. 

 

We have two great events coming up in October!  

OMG – Outback Mardi Gras dinner and show on Saturday October 5th  

Rock the Gemmies on October 19, gates open 2pm.  

Contact the RSL or see the flyers posted around the Gemfields for more information. 

 

WE HAVE A DESIGNATED NUMBER FOR MEAL BOOKINGS 

Ph 0488 256 005 - BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 

 

 

 LEST WE  FORGET 

mailto:secretary@gemfields.rslqld.net.au


 Opening hours:  Mon-Fri 7am - 6:30pm Weekends 8am - 6pm 







Salvos  in Sapphire 
(Angelos) 

 

Monday’s  

Friday’s 

Saturday’s 
8.00am  -  11.30pm 

 
 

 
Gemfields Lapidary Club  

 
WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY 

 
Roy Day Park Sapphire 

9am  - 12 noon 
  

Membership Fee: $25.00/ $5 Session 
New Members $40.00/ $5 Session 

 
We 

have 
 
  

Lapidary Activities, Silversmithing, Skin 
Polishing, Wire Wrapping, Chain Maille 

 
Phone:  0474 277 122 

 Email: gemfieldslapiary@hotmail.com 

 

GEMFIELDS RIDING FOR THE 
DISABLED INC. 

 

2024 HORSE MANURE FOR 
SALE. 

Do you require some horse manure for 
your garden? 

We deliver to your place. 
$30.00 per large trailer load within 20 

kms radius Sapphire. (Delivery charge if 
more than 20kms.)  

Or $25.00 bring your own trailer and we 
will load you 

PLEASE CALL TIM RILEY 0408 301 401 
OR EMAIL DETAILS TO 

sapphire.rda@gmail.com 

mailto:sapphire.rda@gmail.com




Happy Gardening    

 
 
A not too cold winter, with good rainfall , is on its way out. Got lots of fire wood left for the next one. Now we bracing 
ourselves for a hot summer, I guess? As usual, weather is difficult to predict, as is climate. Are we partly responsible 
for our climate? Better not get into it as it is a hotly disputed subject, polarising our society. A polarised people is the 
last thing we need. “Pulling on one string” is the way to go, getting things done, even if it is not always the ideal way 
forward.  
 
A number of clubs and organisations on the Gemfields constantly looking for new members. Altruistic people, working 
together for the common good, is the fabric of a successful society. Let’s lead the way! 
 
A number of people moan the loss of our iconic “Wheelbarrow Race,” which took place around “Gemfest” time. To 
stage such an event takes lots and lots of volunteers which we haven’t got at this stage. On the positive side, Linda tells 
me, the “Wine and Cheese Night” will be on once more in August 2025. We appreciate that! No takers for the Home 
Brew competition which took place in the Miners Shed at Divide? It was a hilarious event, a spectrum from stressing 
the taste buds at times to some truly excellent brews! 
 
John Dawson, a constant donor from the Emerald tip, shop gave us two roles of weed mats. Thank you very much! 
 
Keep the “Old Time Dance” at Capella, once every month, in mind. Noela on 0408721707 has all the information. It 
usually takes place on the second Saturday of the month. Clermont also stages a dance at times. 
 
I digress, back to the Garden Club news. Here is our busy secretary Robyn: 
 

‘As the months start to heat up coming into summer the Garden Club is winding down until the new year. We 
would like to welcome a couple of new members to the club. Jon has joined us as a gardener who will help  
immensely for the bigger jobs that need doing. Dawn has also joined us and has already planted some climbing 
vegetables in her chosen plot. Happy growing. 
 
The canteen has two fortnight’s to run for the year Sunday 22nd September and our final canteen will be  
Sunday 6th October please come down and enjoy a yummy breakfast while you can. The girls in the canteen 
would like to thank all the patrons who have wandered in for a bite to eat it is muchly appreciated for help of 
raising funds for the RDA. 
 
Our final meeting for this year will be Saturday 2nd November 9.00am at the Garden Club situated at Roy Day 
Park Sapphire come down and say hello. We will return in March 2025 with our AGM meeting date will be 
finalised later. 
 
I am still available at any time if you have any questions or queries don’t hesitate to contact me Robyn on  
0497 991 672’ 

 
Thanks Robyn. Your kind work is much valued. Come and join us. Membership is $15- a year, which gives you a gar-
den plot, free seeds, use of tools and a very nicely appointed club house set in peaceful surroundings. A place to come, 
relax, tend the garden enjoying the atmosphere, communicating with fellow gardeners and budding newcomers. 
 
Any input pertaining to gardening and related subjects are welcome. Let me know. 
 
Happy Gardening  
 
Jim Varak  
0419854333 
News Coordinator  







QUICK BEEF ENCHILADAS 
 

 

 
 

Ingredients 

• 500g lean mince 

• 300g mild chunky tomato salsa 

• 8 white corn tortillas 

• 1 cup grated tasty cheddar cheese 

• 2 tomatoes, finely chopped 

• 1 avocado, stoned, peeled, finely chopped 

 

 

 

 

 

Method 

• Preheat oven to 200C. Heat a large non-stick frying pan over high heat. Cook mince, stirring with a wooden 

spoon to break up lumps, for 5 mins or until cooked. Add salsa. Cook, stirring, for 2 mins or until heated through. 

• Spoon one-quarter of mince mixture over the base of a large baking pan. Dip 1 tortilla in the remaining mince 

mixture to soften. Place on a work surface. Top with one-eighth of remaining mince mixture. Roll to enclose fill-

ing. Place, seam-side down, in prepared pan. Repeat with remaining tortillas and mince mixture. 

• Sprinkle with cheddar. Bake for 15 mins or until cheddar melts and enchiladas are heated through. 

• Combine the tomato and avocado in a small bowl. Season. Spoon over the enchiladas to serve. 

.  

 
APPLE AND CUSTARD IMPOSSIBLE PIE 

 

 

Ingredients 

• 75g (1/2 cup) plain flour 

• 215g (1 cup) caster sugar 

• 85g (1 cup) desiccated coconut 

• 4 eggs, lightly whisked 

• 2 tsp vanilla extract 

• 125g butter, melted 

• 500ml (2 cups) milk 

• 385g can pie fruit apple slices 

 
 
 
 
Method 

• Preheat oven to 180°C/160°C fan-forced. Grease 5cm deep, 24cm round pie dish. 

• Use a whisk to whisk the four, sugar, coconut, eggs, vanilla and butter in a large bowl. Gradually add the 

milk, whisking constantly, until combined. 

• Place the apple slices over the base of the prepared dish. Pour over egg mixture. 

• Bake the pie for 1 hour or until set. Set aside to cool before serving. 



 

 



 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

 
 
 

Thank you to: 

 
 

For their generous donation of goods to assist the  
Gemfields Meals on Wheels  
in their delivery of Fresh meals to our clients. 



SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD SOLUTION 
SUDOKU 

SEPTEMBER SUDOKU  
SOLUTION 



 

GEMFIELDS PRIMARY HEALTH  
CLINIC 

 

 

984 SAPPHIRE - RUBYVALE RD  SAPPHIRE 
PO BOX 342  SAPPHIRE Qld 4702 

 

Doctor on: Mon/Tue/Wed  -  By Appointment Only 
8.30am- 3.30pm 

Closed 12.30 - 1.30 for lunch. 
Pathology Collections: Mon/Tue/Wed 

Registered Nurse 5-days  8.30am  -  3.30pm 
 

PHONE: 49854 547    FAX:  49854 693 
EMAIL: Gemfields Outpatients@health.qld. gov.au 

 
 

 

ANAKIE POLICE STATION 
 
 

PHONE : 49854 200 
Office Hours:  

Monday 8am - 12pm 

Emergencies-Phone  000 
 

Please leave your name and  
 phone number on the voicemail.  

 

GEMMY QUILTERS 
 
 

** Everybody is welcome ** 
 

Each Tuesday of the month 9.30 am -3pm. 
at the Sapphire Hall 

For more information please call in and see us 
 

 
GEMFIELDS GARDEN CLUB 

 
 

** Everybody is welcome ** 
.For more information call Pat on 4985 4544 

 GEMFIELDS RSL Sub-Branch Inc 
 

 
Phone : 07 49854 588 

PO Box 328  SAPPHIRE Qld 4702 

  
Clinic Rd (Behind the Sapphire Post Office) 

 

Meals on Thursdays, Saturday and Sunday from 6pm 
During the tourist season usually from May—October  

Social Annual Membership - $10.00 
 

 

 
ATTENTION 

 
If you are a not for profit organisation and have 

an event coming up that you would like to 
advertise, please phone or drop into the MPC 
office and we can discuss placing a free notice 

in the monthly newsletter.   
 

                          Ph: 49854 664 

Newsletter Advertising Prices 
 
 
 

Full Page………………………..$45.00 
Half Page……………………….$35.00 
Third Page……………………...$25.00 
Quarter Page……………………$23.00 
Sixth Page………………………$20.00 
Business Card…………………..$18.00  
 

A discount applies for advertisements that run for a 
minimum of 3 months. 
Information must be sent by 20th of month before for 
it to be included in the next months print. 

ALL EMERGENCIES CALL  000 
 

POLICE………………………….. 000 
AMBULANCE……………………000 
FIRE……………………………….000 
S.E.S. Call Centre………………...132 500 
SAPPHIRE MEDICAL CENTRE  4985 4547 
EMERALD HOSPITAL………….4987 9400 
POISONS INFORMATION………13 11 26 
LIFELINE…………………………13 11 14 
R.A.C.Q…………………………...13 11 11 
MPC Sapphire……………………..4985 4664 
CENTACARE Emerald…………...4982 4358 

DISCLAIMER 
 

While every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of the information in this  

publication, no responsibility can be accepted 
by the publishers for omissions, typographic 

or printing errors, inaccuracies or changes that 
may have taken place during publication. The 

committee reserves the right to not  
publish any article considered inappropriate. 

The views and opinions expressed in this  
publication are not necessarily those of the 
management committee, staff or volunteers. 



           
TRIVIA                   

             
   Mary 0415  830 505 

MONDAY 
10am to Noon 

 
SAPPHIRE HALL 

 

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

 

 
 

COL   0423767490 
MEETINGS  EVERY 
TUESDAY 7.30 pm 

 

RUBYVALE HALL 
BURRIDGE RD 

 
GEMFIELDS LIBRARY 

 

JOANNE GIBSON 

TUES   10am - 2pm 
THURS  12 noon - 4pm 

SAT   9am - 12 pm 

 

RUBYVALE HALL 
BURRIDGE RD 

 

MUSEUM &  
INFORMATION CENTRE 

 

MINERS COMMON  
MUSEUM 

 

MEETINGS FIRST Sunday 
5pm  

MARCH * JUNE* SEPT* DEC 

1621 RUBYVALE RD 
RUBYVALE 

 
HOY 

 

FUN, SOCIAL CARD 
MORNING 

 

EVERY TUESDAY 
9.30am 

 

 

RUBYVALE HALL 
BURRIDGE RD 

TAI CHI 
Gemfields Community  

Support Association 
Every Monday morning 

9am  - 10am 
MPC Hall 

 
Sapphire Markets  

 

Tricia Murphy 
 0457 582 830 

Every Sunday  
8am  to 11.30am 

Sapphire Central 
Roy Day Park 

 
Rubyvale Markets 

Bev Winks 
0428 399 591 

Every Saturday 
8am  -  till 1pm 

 
Rubyvale Flats 

 
CHURCH SERVICE 

 
CATHOLIC 

 

2nd & 4th  SUNDAY OF 
THE MONTH 10.30am 

 
ANAKIE HALL 

GEMFIELDS  MEALS  
ON WHEELS 

 

 

MPC 
49854664 

 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY 
AND FRIDAY 

 

MULTI PURPOSE CENTRE 
SAPPHIRE 

GEMMY QUILTERS 

 

PATCHWORK GROUP 
 

 TUESDAY 9.30am-3pm 
 

 

SAPPHIRE HALL 
 

Gemfields Lapidary & 
Craft Club Inc 

0474 277 122 

 

Wednesday & Saturday  
9am  to  12 noon  

 

Roy Day Park 

Rubyvale Tip CHRC 
 

Open/ Tuesday—Friday& 

Sunday  8am - 12pm 

Opposite Quarry 
 

OPPORTUNITY SHOP 
 

SALVATION ARMY 
 

 

MON  - FRI  - SAT  
8.00 am-  12pm 

  

ANGELO’S 
SAPPHIRE 
4985 4690 

 

GEMFIELDS RIFLE 
CLUB 

Debbie Hickman 
Ph. 0429 009 354 / 4985 4484 

 

LONG RANGE TARGET 
SHOOTING 

EVERY SUNDAY 9am 

 

RIFLE RANGE RD 
SAPPHIRE 

 

 
Gemfields Community 

Support Association 

 

MPC  

4985 4664 

 

Mon-Fri 
9am  - 12pm 

 Closed Public Holidays 
 

 

MULTI PURPOSE CENTRE 
SAPPHIRE  

 

RUBYVALE PROGRESS 
ASSOC. INC. 

Secretary Eileen Brown 
4985 4388 

 
RUBYVALE HALL 

2nd MONDAY OF THE 
MONTH AT 7PM 

Gemfields Fire Warden John Riley 042 758 0654 Mon—Fri 9am  -  5pm 
60 Fairview  Lane 

RUBYVALE 
 

YOGA Kelly Corbishley SATURDAY 7.30AM 
KANGOULU PARK 
(Opposite Blue Gem) 

*** WHAT’S  ON *** 

WHAT WHO WHEN WHERE 


